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City of Nashua, in account current

nth, 1854,

jvith

from February

\st, to

William White, City Treasurer.

DR.
To

cash paid at sundry times on Mayor's orders
107
For Miscellaneous expenses,
Fire Department,
Repairs of highways and bridges.
Repairs and alterations of City Hall building.
Services of Overseers of the Poor,
Abatement of taxes.
Printing and stationery,
Police expenses.
Interest paid.

County paupers.
Paupers net at Alms-house,
Cash in Treasury, March 17, 1854,

March

4

21

3 00

F. L. Mason, repairing tools,

M. Ryan,

1 00
4 00
6 00
12 25

labor,

R. Goodrich, labor,
Larkie Flynn, "
James Wiley, " two

bills,

Samuel J. Russell, damage
chuck bridge,

Woodward

to

team

at

Fenni-

90 00

&

99
Blood, repairing picks, &:c.,
D. M. Fiske, labor, self and team, v/inler work, 36 05
1 50
J. Major, labor,

S219 29

REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS OF CITY HALL BUILDING.
Cash paid :
Braman, Perliam & Co., for gas fixtures,
348 30
B. C. Andrews, painting,
87 36
W. S. Atwood, chairs, tables and other fixtures, 218 77
R. Goodrich, stoves, funnel, &c.,
67 45
22 63
L. L. Rand, plastering, cleaning, &c.,
John M. Flanders, repairs, &c.,
10 96

$755 47

TOWN
Cash paid

Edward

OFFICERS' SERVICES.

:

Spalding, Overseer of the Poor,

David Robinson,

"

"

24 50
17 50
12

00

ABATEMENT OF TAXES.
W.

Wallace, abatement of poll tax,
G.
"
"
Samuel Royes,
over 70
years,

1

62

1

31

82 93

PRINTING AND STATIONERY.
Cash paid

:

N. P. Greene, record books, paper, pens, &c., 214 93
Albin Beard, printing, &c.,
82 50

W.

R. Wilcox, books, &c.,

•

1

10

$298 53

POLICE EXPENSES.
Cash paid

:

Isaac Eaton, for dark lantern for police,
A. H. Dunlap, services, July 4, 1853,

1

50

3 00

84 50

INTEREST
Cash jiciid
Solomon Spalding,

PAID.

:

30 00

3

City of Nashua, March 17, 1854,

The

undersigned, being the Committee on Finance, certify that

we have examined
rectly cast,

and

all

the foregoing accounts, and find the

same

cor-

the payments and expenditures therein charged

against the city properly vouched.

We

find that there has

been received

into the

Treasury,

at

times, since the organization of the city, to this date, the

sundry

sum

of

twenty-six hundred thirty dollars and fifty-five cents ($2630 55)

and

that there has

time, the

sum

;

been paid from the Treasury, during the same

of nineteen hundi-ed one dollars and

fifty-five

cents

($1901 55), leaving in the Treasury a balance of seven hundred
and twenty-nine

dollars.

ISAAC SPALDING,

CHARLES H. NUTT,
REDFORD W. LANE,
DANIEL W. BAKER,

1
i
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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN.

Nashua, February

1,

1854.

In compliance with a resolution passed by the City Council, the

Selectmen of the town of Nashua herewith submit an account of
the receipts and disbursements for said

town

for the current finan-

cial year.

REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
District

CasTi

No.

1.

—James H. Campbell, Surveyor.

paid

James H. Campbell, winter work, 1853,
"
"
"
summer

District

No.

2.—Jacob

0. Smith,

12 25
45 75

::

4
District

Cash

No

3.

—Samuel Spalding, Surveyor.

2>(iid

Samuel Spalding, services and

labor,

Abel Parker, labor,
MighiU Shattuck, labor,
"
]\Iark Saunders,
"
Michael Hogan,'
D. M. Fisk, stone and teams,
Charles Lund, labor,
Thomas Barry, "
James Hidden, labor and teams,
Wilkins, labor,
Patrick Gilrnan, labor,

J.

Michael Hogan,

"

B. P. Moore, teams,

D. L. Morrill^ '•
David Combs, labor,
"
James Fife,
Underbill Edge Tool Co., labor,
"
J. S. Stevens,
" (1852)
Luther Rideout,

District

No.

4.— D.

M.

Cash paid
D. M. Fisk, teams, stone and men,

&

McClary
Franklin, labor,
"
C. S. Goodwin,
"
Stephen Nichols,
Franklin Fletcher, teams,
Noonan,

labor,

Eben Sawyer,

"
"
"
"

P.

P. Oilman,

John Flanagan,
George Shambo,
John Underwood, gravel,
John Howe, labor,
F. Chase,
lumber,
D. Kimball, "
D. Farnsworth,
labor, (old
J.

M. Hogan,
James Stanton,
C.

W.

Potter,

John Plaugh,
John McQueny,
John Shea,
Michael Fisk,
Mark Saunders,
D. D. Marden,
J. Slaterly,

bill.)

35 58

C.

W.

Chamberlain, labor,

6
7

Norman

27 00
1 50
1 50
9 24

Fuller, repairs, &c.,

R. B. Brown,

A. Chase,

belts,

&c.,

services,

F. Chase, wood and coal,

Lafayette

Cash 2)aid

Company No. 3.— T. M.

Shatt uck,

:

Members,

for services as per return,
F. L. Mason, for box,
P. S. Gibson, work on machine.
Hartshorn, Ames
Co., stove-pipe,
W. Greenwood, services and cleaning hose,
Hunmeman
Co., repairs, &c.,
Samuel Chase, steward's services,
Wm. Gaskin, painting.
Woodward
Blood, blacksmithing,

&

&

&

Norman

Fuller, repairs,

John Taylor, 4 rubber caps,
Charles H. Nutt, oil, fluid, wicks, «fec.,
G. W. Palmer, services as Clerk and cash paid,
F. Chase, coal.

:

New

.

Cas?i,

Engine

fur

Engine Company No.

1.

paid

1000
New York, for engine,
"
"
"
75
lantern,
"
"
"
18
gong,
Worcester & Nashua H. R., freight of engine, 15
E. P. Emerson and J. Ilodgman's expenses to
24
New York,

James Smith, of

00

00
00
00
00

81132 00
Miscellaneous Expenses of the Fire Department.

Cash

2^ciid

Hartshorn, Ames &zi Co., repairing stoves,
Alford Fisher, engineer's poles.

Gage, Warner

&

Whitney,

,

fixtures to reservoir,

Calvin S. Goodwin, alteration of houses,
S.
Q. A. Woodward, blacksmithing,
Nashua Manufacturing Co., for water,
Samuel F. Wright, horse hire,

&

&;c.

2

F. Chase, wood to Winn & Burke,
10
E. Sullivan, support of Bridget Muck,
S. M. Cutler, milk to Ryan,
L. L. Rand, removing blind girl,
E. P. Emerson, cash paid out for paupers,
Joseph Greely, house rent for Wrinn,
Mary Barnes, sup. of Mrs. Carey and children,
Francis Winch, wood for German and Irish,
Josiah Kittredge, medical services, Mrs. Burke,
Levi Lund, support of Mrs. Gilson,
C. P. Gage, removing pauper,
E. P. Emerson, sundry bills, removing paupers, 55 50
Corydon Winch, house rent, Mi's. Conner,
L. M. Tollcs, milk for Mrs. Conner,
C. C. Abbot, nursing Mrs. Allen,
Stone & Palmer, groceries for Mrs. Conner,
H. Parkinson, groceries for Mrs. Burke,
N. D. Morey, removing lam.e man,
Jeremiah Buttrick, cab for lame man,
John At wood, removing pauper,
Sally Conner, support Scripture's child,
"
M.Sullivan,
of blind girl,

C. Garland, care of Prescott girl,
removing pauper,
Moses Davis, coffin for Swallow's child,
J. S. Shepherd, meat, &c. for Mrs. Blake,

J.

S. B. Peasly,

T. H. Gibby, medicine to Mack girl,
M. W. Merrill, socks to paupers,
L. L. Rand, conveymg paupers to the County
House,
J. & A. J. Rockwood, coffin, &c. for child,

W.

F. Lawrence, moving pauper,
Mooney, meat for Mrs. Conner,
E. Spalding, relief to B. Mack,
Cornelius O'Shea, board of an Irishman,

Morgan

&

Emeline Blood, support of Miss

Prescott,

PAUPERS OTHER THAN ALMS HOUSE
Cash

jJciid

:

relief of Mrs. Dow,
of Mt. Vernon, sup. of Searles family,
Esther Williams, support of Mrs. Blood,
E. P. Emerson, carrying woman to Pelham,
Mrs. Thornton, sup. of ]\Iiss Fletcher,
Francis Winch, wood, &c., to Bignal
Rob

John Greely,

Town

&

bins families,

E. Spalding, removing pauper to Claremont,
D. L. Mtrrill, meat for Bignal family,

10

SCHOOL MONEY.
CasTi

paid

:

Nathan Cutler, for
"
E. M. Smith,
"
J. F. Andrews,
Wm. D. Beasom,"
W. A. Swallow, "
"
Luther Robbins, "
M. N. Swallow, "

Henry

Tirrell,

District

"
"
"
"
"
"
"

No. 1,
"
2,
"
"
"
"
"
"

3,

4,
5,
6,

7,
8,

100

3 00

12
A. G. Atwood, services as Selectman,

44

Elliot Whitford, services as Selectman,

"
"
C. P. Gage,
F. Stevens, Town Treasurer,
C. T. E-idgwa}-, Tovv'n Clerk,
Rev. D. March, Supt. School Committee,
J.

ALMS HOUSE EXPENSES.
Cash paid

:

Doctor E. Spalding, services by contract,
30 00
Ira W. Reed, supt.'s salary to March 1, 1854, 300 00

INTEREST MONEY
Cash paid
B. Blodgett, interest on

PAID.

14
8 quarts cranberries,

700 00
550 00
500 00

iSarah Searls,

Daniel Dow,
Seth Woodbury,

5^20,997 50

SELECTMENS^ ACCOUNT,
Reccijits.

Balance in Treasury, March, 1853,
Error in last year's county pauper acct,

Taxes assessed,
E. Fisk's pension,
County of Hillsboro',

sup. paupers,

Circus licenses,
Railroad tax from State,
Literary fund from State,

Borrowed on town notes,
Balance Alms House cash
Town House receipts,

acct.,

1053
108
16,953
29

Fire Department,
New engine for No. 1 Company,
Police expenses.
County paupers.
Pauper expenses other than the Alms House,
Printing and stationery.
Town notes paid.

money paid.
Alms House expenses.
Interest

Miscellaneous expenses,
State tax,

County tax,
Taxes abated,
Collector's services.

Town officers' salaries.
Town House repairs and
Auditors' services.

Amount cash on

hand.

alterations.

10

293 73
36 00
510 28
194 58
2150 00
395 16
422 59

Disbursements.

Repair of highways and bridges,
Support of schools.
Teachers' Institute,
High School House, District No. 4,
Repair of School House, District No. 8,
((
((
(I
a g
"
"
" 3,'
Land for

20
07
82

2094

16

•

The

AUDITORS' REPORT.

undersigned, a Committee, appointed by the late

Nashua,

the accounts neatly kept,

'find

of

examine and audit the accounts of the Selectmen of

to

town, for the current year, have attended

said

Town

to

that duty,

and

properly vouched, and correctly

added, showing a balance on hand of nine hundred and twenty-one
dollars

and ninety-one cents.

The Committee have

also

County pauper account, and

examined
find

into the error in last

year^

an error which might easily occur,

without coming under the observation of either the Selectmen or

Auditing Committee,

By

the time of

reference to the receipts

year,
the

at

it

will

sum

charged

the annual report.

of the Selectmen for

be seen that the matter

of one hundred and
to

making up

is

the present

satisfactorily adjusted,

eight dollars

and

and seven cents

is

them, being the amount of the error.

ISRAEL HUNT,
J. A. BALDWIN,
Nashua, Feh.

1st,

1854.

)
J-

,

,.

.

^

^'^^^^'"S Committee.

>

REPORT
OF THE

SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE
OF THE

TOWN

OF NASHUA,
FOR THE YEAR

1853-4.
The undersigned, having been chosen superintending school
committee by the town of Nashua, previous to tlie adoption of the
continued to fulfil the duties of the original apIn accordance with the
pointment to the close of the civil year.
requirement of law, the following report in reference to the condition of the schools for the past year, is submitted to the town,
through the constituted authorities.
The annexed tables embrace the most important statistics in reNot taking the
ference to the schools in the several districts.
fourth district into the account, it will be seen that the number of
scholars reported to have attended the schools within the year is
only five less than the number reported in the annual enumeration
The amount of income from the literary fund was
of the districts.
divided equally among all the districts, except No. 3 and No. 4.
And yet, as no special appropriation was made by vote of the town
in behalf of the smaller districts, they have had less money to expend for the purpose of schooling, and their schools have been
District No. 6 has endeavored to make up the
shorter than usual.
deficiency by voluntarily contributing for prolonging the winter
In District No. 8, the
school, to the amount of seventeen dollars.
short winter term of six weeks was lengthened one week, by the
gratuitous offer of services, on the part of the teacher. Miss Swallow.
The average attendance during the year just closed, bears a higher
proportion to the whole number of scholars than it did the year
And it is especially gratifying to the committee, to be
previous.
able to report even so trifling an improvement in reference to the one
In District
great and most trying evil, irrcgnlarity in attendance.
No. 5, the average attendance for the first of the two summer
And this
terms, fell but one below the whole number of scholars.
fact should be mentioned with the more commendation, when it is
considered that all of the scholars are quite young, and most of
city charter, has

18
Anc7,
live at a considerable distance from the school house.
perhaps, it should also be said that the cause of the unusually
regular attendance on the part of the scholars, is disclosed quite
plainly by the fact that the committee met, at the final e.\anf>ination
in the district, a larger number of the parents, in proponion to the
number of scholars, than in any other district in town. Whein
parents n^anifest interest enougli in the prosperity of the schools, to
attend the examinations, and judge of the improvement of their
children themselves, tlicy will be quite sure to see that no slight
cause shall prevent their children from attending with regularity
through the term.
glance at the second of the annexed statistical tables will show
the importance of uniting the largest possible number of scholars in
Thus while No. 8 has had an appropriation per
one district.
scholar twice as great as No. 3, still No. 3 has sustained its schools
37 weeks of the year, while No. 8 has had but 19 weeks of schoolThe district which has had the highest appropriation per
ing.
If the fourth district, as
scholar has had 710 school in the winter.
now constituted, with its 1400 scholars, should receive an appropriation per scholar as large as the fifth has received the past year,
that is, more than double the amount
it would amount to $6825
that has been expended the past year in maintaining all its schools
upon the highest practicable grade, and for as large a portion of
the year as is believed to be conducive to the highest improvement
The largest district, then, with the least expendiof the scholars.
ture upon each scholar, can maintain its schools upon the highest
standard of efficiency during the greatest portion of the yeai*, and
pay the highest wages for instruction. This must be admitted as a

ihem

A

;

most decisive argument

in favor of the fullest practicable applica-

tion of that union of districts,

which has been effected during the

past year between the third and fourth.
The committee would take occasion to enjoin upon the several
districts the importance of taking all pains to secure the services of
This report may not be the appropriate place
the best teachers.
in which to describe in detail the excellencies and deficiencies of in-

employed during the year. This, however, may
be said without any unjust or invidious comparisons between one
with another, that the experience of one year in the discharge of the
duties of superintending committee for half a dozen districts, is
enough to convince one that a good teacher in any school for six
weeks, is better than a poor one for twelve. If, then, he several
districts were influenced by nothing else than in intelligent regard
for the most economical expenditure of the money, they would
be led to employ the best teachers for double the price, and have
the schools kept but half as long as they might be in the hands of
Let no
teachers of moderate or quite imperfect qualifications.
prudential committee employ a teacher of even questionnhh ability,
just because one of known and tried excellence does not happen to
It is better that the combe at hand at the moment when wanted.
mencement of the school should be deferred for weeks, if by that
dividual teachers

—
—
19
means a competent instructor can be secured, than that tlie scholars
should be entrusted, for any number of weeks, to the guidance of
one who has no peculiar fitness for the important part of teacher.
The seven districts have em])loycd but two male teachers within
the year, each for the winter term.
They have both acquitted
themselves well in important situations, and both deserve especial
commendation for the thoroughness and efficiency which has characterized their instructions in the one branch of arithmetic.
District No. 8, under the instruction of Miss Swallow, has improved
as much in its short winter term of six weeks, as in some other
years with a term of twice the length.
It might be expected that
District No. 5, with its remarkable regularity in attendance, would
make a correspondent degree of progress. And the result has
justified such expectations.
And, not to speak of each district,
teacher and term in detail, it may be said, in general, that the committee has been happy to observe a commendable fidelity on the
part of the several instructors to discharge their duties well.
It is
not deenied appropriate or profitable for any of the parties concerned to make in this report a specific statement of the defects
and deficiencies observed by the committee in the examination of
each school. The teachers, taken together, have been as efficient
and successful, perhaps, as those who have occupied the same
places in former years.
They have, at any rate, labored faithfully
and perseveringly, and their exertions deserve commendation, even
when their success has been less than was to be desired. And
their failure of success in any degree is not in all cases to be attributed wholly to causes for which they can justly be held responsiStill, it must be admitted that the experience of your comble.
mittee in the discharge of his duties for the year, has given not a
little occasion for the wish that none would undertake to teach
without some special personal fitness for the work of instruction,
and that districts would in all cases employ all practicable means of
securing the services of teachers of known and acknowledged comStill, let it be said again and again, that a good teacher
petency.
one who can kindle the undeveloped faculties of the pupils into life,
and train the intellectual and moral nature together in due proportion, and accustom the oldest and youngest alike to habits of order,
promptness, precision and energy such a teacher, at double the
price and for half the time, is more profitable to the district, than
one with no such capacity, at half the price and for double the time.

—

DANIEL MARCH,

\

'

S

Nashua, March 10, 1851.

Superintending School Committee
of Nashua, 18o3-4.

20
STATISTICAL TABLES.

a
go'

m

11

E P O E T
OF THE

SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE
IN

DISTRICT

No.

NASHUA,

4,

FOR THE YEAU

1

The

853 — 4.

Superintending School Committee of the fourth

their last annual report, took occasion

"

district,

in

to congratulate the citizens

of the district, on the evident general increase of interest in the
support and prosperity of our public schools.""
It is with much
satisfaction that the undersigned committee, in closing the duties of
their appointment, feel themselves justified in renewing, in still
stronger terms, and extending that congratulation over the increasing growth and prosperity of our public schools for another year.
Within the year, closing this eleventh of March, 1854, the essential work of grading the schools systematically, and adopting through
them all a thorough and progressive course of study, training and
discipline, has been rendered far more complete than ever before.
have, at last, finished the several steps of the ascending grade,
from the primary to the high school. The distinction between the
intermediate and the primary on the one hand, and ihe grammar
school on the other, is now for the first time clearly drawn.
And
the high school department, the crowning grade in our whole educational system, and vitally essential to the pros[)erity of all the
subordinate grades, has been brought into existence during the past
Within the same period, also, the construction of a new
year.
school house, has been completed at an expense of fourteen thousand dollars, and an additional appropriation of one thousand has
been made to procure philosophical apparatus for the illustration of
the subjects of study pursued in the higher department.
For the

We

cyrj

support oftlie sdioo'.s through llie ye;ir, a tax of one tliousand dollars has been levied, additional to tiic sum required to he raised by
law.
And still the amount appropriated for each scholar attending
school within this district, has been much less than in the smaller
districts, where the course of instruction is much less complete, and
tlie schools are kept for a smaller portion of the year.
The boundaries of the district have been enlarged by union with the third, so
as to make its present valuation something more than two millions
of dollars, and the number of its scholars upwards of fourteen
hundred. The valuation of the fourth district is now one half that
of the whole city, and the number of its scholars is about two-thirds
of the whole.
We name the enlargement of the district among the
favorable circumstances of the past year, from the fact disclosed by
a glance at the accompanying tables, that our public schools can
be maintained far more advantageously in large districts than in
small.

We

cannot but think then that the fourth district M'ill long have
to remember the past year as the most important one in its
history as a school district, thus far, from the fact, that within that
time its boundaries have been enlarged so as to render the maintenance of its schools upon the most efficient system, more easy
and certain ; its high school house has been completed, and furnished with apparatus appropriate to the advanced course of study
pursued by the school kept within its walls; and the grammar
school, in addition to the advantage of securing better accommodations in the new house, has had its course of study more distinctly
marked, and its appropriate place in the system henceforth permanreason

ently assigned.
If we pass from these

external and more readily observable
to the daily discipline of each school,
of study performed by the scholars them-

changes and improvements

and

the actual

we

amount

much

reason to be satisfied with the results
upon the all impoj'tant work of public instruction.
The attendance upon the closing examinations was unusually large, and the number of persons
enumerated as visitors to the schools with the year, is above fourteen hundred.
It is especially gratifying to the committee that so
many citizens of the district have been disposed to judge by personal observation, in the school room, of the improvement of the
pupils, and of the fitness of the instruction and discipline under
which they have been trained. And we deem it therefore the less
necessary for us, in this report, to describe in detail the characteristic qualifications of each teacher employed, and the progress made
by the several classes from term to term in each specific branch of
selves,

shall

still

find

secured by our recent more

liberal expenditures

studyIn justification of any changes that have been made by the committee in the body of teachers during the progress of the year, we
would only say that it would have been very decidedly our choice
that each school should have continued through the year, under the
instruction of the same teachers, could it have been done consist-

23
ently with what we bcUoved to he the demands and expediences of
each particular case. And, however we ma}' liave erred in judgment in any particular instances, our decisions in all cases have
been made, only after repeated and earnest consultation upon the

means of securing ti;e end for which the schools are sustained.
Eighteen different teachers have been employed within the year ;
and, however experience may have disclosed in some particular
cases a want of fitness for the place assigned lo some one individual, we can yet cheerfully and truthfully bear testimony to the
conscientious fidelity and patient toil with which f/// have endeavored
And we regret to say that the exhausting
to discharge th.eir duty.
labor of the school room has been too severe for one most beloved
and successful teacher to bear, and that she has gone down to the
Yet, many parents and children,
grave in the beginning of life.
ibr many years, will cherish the vivid and grateful remembrance of
her virtues, and they will ever testify, that short as was her life,
best

she did not live in vain*
The two lower rooms in the old brick house, upon Pearl street,
have been thrown into one, thus securing a convenient entrance at
each end, double the amount of space and light, and a far more
effectual ventilation.
Any visitor acquainted with the previous arrangement, will now see at a glance, that the whole aspect of the
Primary School is as much improved as its local accommodations.
The number of pupils has also so much increased as to afibrd full
for three instructors.
And the animated looks and
cheerful voices of the one hundred and fifty pupils, and the promptness and accuracy with which they have performed the tasks as-

employment

signed them,

when

visited

from time

to

time by the committee,

afford sufficient evidence that their teachers
in fitness for their

charge or

have not been wanting

fidelity to their obligations.

The West Branch comes out at the end of the year with a decided
improvement upon its general reputation for several years past.
With its present decisive start in the right direction, it is earnestly
to be hoped th.at the scholars of this school will go on nninteruptedly
from this time to the attainment of a character for excellence of
deportment and_ proficiency in study, correspondent to the acknowledged advantages of their situation, and the more liberal accommodations of their school house.
Many of the more advanced scholars have been removed from
the East Branch during the year, and the teachers have thus been
deprived of the opportunity of showing the full results of their labors
upon examination day. Considering what they have effected, with
such materials as they have had, we are still disposed to accord
to this school its previous high reputation for good order, correctness of deportment, promptness and accuracy in recitation.
The Intermediate ydiool lias labored under a very considerable disadvantage, from the fact that, as now constituted, it is made up from
four difiercnt schools, quite a number of the scholars having a very
decided impression that they ought to have been admitted to the
grammar school some time atjo. The diverse elements have not^

24
as yet, become as thoroughly harmonized as we could wishNevertheless, with the degree of improvement already made, and
with the fair promise of much greater to come, we have high hopes
that this school, at no very distant day, will become one of the most
attractive and successful in the city.
The occupation of the new house, upon Main street, for the
second and third terms of the year, by a large portion of the same
scholars that were previously gathered in the old house, upon Pearl
street, and with the same teachers, has afibrded us the best possible
opportunity to observe how much easier and more successful the
whole work gf instruction is rendered, by the aid of a well conIt would have been imposstructed and suitably furnished house.
sible for any number of teachers, with their utmost endeavors, to
have secured in the old house the high standard of order wliich has
been maintained with comparative ease in the new. And it must
be considered that whatever has been gained in the daily routine of
order and discipline in the schools, has 'also been gained in increased
It is now proved,
facilities for actual study and mental acquisition.
by actual experiment, that every convenience, elegance and improvement of whatsoever kind in the structure furnishing and
general arrangements of the school house, conduce essentially to a
corresponding improvement in the deportment and general habits
And we cannot but express the hope that the present
of the pupils.
awakening interest in the cause of public education will continue to
increase until every school is supplied with a house as well fitted
to secure the convenience, comfort and health of the pupils, as is
now the best we have.
In regard to the Grammar School, since its removal to the new
house, we need only say that the faithful and judicious labors of the
three teachers, both in maintaining order and in giving instruction,
have been attended with the most gratifying tokens of success, and
the progress and general deportment of the scholars have been,
Whatever may be found
with few exceptions, most commendable.
expedient in the end as to the employment of a male or female
principal of this school, we cannot but think that the somewhat
doubtful experiment of entrusting it to the hands of female teachers
for the two terms just closed, ought to be deemed highly satisfactory.
are not insensible, however, to the fact that the post of
principal involves a responsibility somewhat too severe and trying
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for

most female teachers

to bear.

There have been, as yet, but
of study for the High School

five

subjects adopted in the course

— namely.

Arithmetic and English
higher applications. Algebra, Natural Philosophy
and the Latin language. As the number of scholars increases from
term to term, and as those already admitted advance in study, it will
be easy to introduce additional subjects enough to carry the regular
attendants through a course of three years, and then leave them
fitted advantageously to enter the higher institutions, or upon the

Grammar

in their

the active duties of

life.

Candidates for admission

to the

high school have been examined

25
in Arithmetic, English Grammar, Geography, and the History of the
Ten questions upon each of the subjects were
United States.
chosen, tlie answers required to be given in writing, without aid
from persons or books, a certain proportion of the answers to be
correct, or the candidate rejected, and in every case the question
of acceptance or rejection was decided by the committee, without
knowing the author of the answers upon which the decision was

made.
Almost

all of the pupils admitted to the High School, have chosen
Latin as a leading subject of study.
The text books adopted, and
the method of daily recitation pursued by the teacher, have been
eminently fitted to lay the foundation in every pupil's mind for a
familiar, accurate and philosophical knowledge of the language.
Its essential principles have been studied in their simplest elements,
and every new principle brought before the pupil has been illustrated by varied and numerous examples, until it has been made
entirely familiar, and permanently lodged in his mind, and finally
the progress of the learner has been constantly tested and confirmed
by translation from English to Latin, as well as from Latin to English.
The method of instruction in this branch has therefore been
so well fitted to cultivate habits of accurate discrimination and
thorough analysis, that each pupil, though he should stop at his
present stage of progress, would realize in his increased mental
culture a full compensation for all the time and labor which he has
devoted to the study of the Latin language.
Natural Philosophy has been pursued with great interest and
profit to the pupils in the order of subjects selected from Lardner's
copious " Hand Books," and by the aid of a very complete philosophical apparatus.
The principles studied in the text book have
been constantly illustrated to the eye as well as enunciated in abstract forms to the mind.
And thus the scholar has been enabled
not only to understand better at the time whatever he has attempted
to learn, but his memory has been aided in retaining it with a double
believe that no portion of the money expended in the
grasp.
establishment of the High School will be found to have afibrded a
higher degree of interest or profit to the pupils than that which was
And to give
devoted to the purchase of philosophical apparatus.
perfection to a plan, already liberal and well begun, we think it essential that appropriations should be made at some fit time for the
purchase of the most valuable treatises and books of reference upon
the various branches of study pursued in the school, that they may
be consulted and daily used by the pupils, under the direction of
the teacher, for the common advantage of both.
cannot say in this brief report as much as we would upon
the happy results which we have observed to spring from the establishment of the High School, and its judicious management during
the first terms of its existence in the hands of the present Principal.
In closing, we can only declare our strong and unhed conviction
that the citizens of the district have only to learn as much as our
oftlcial duties liavc required us to know of its general discipline,
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method of instruction, and course of study, and its favorable influence upon all the subordinate schools, to say unitedly and heartily
ESTO PERPETUA let it stand forever. Lei all appropriate
with us

—

—

its usefulness be afforded with the increase of years, until gray haired men and matronly women, in
many states, and in other lands, shall remember, with gratitude,
the youthful days which they spent within its walls, and the first
incentives which they then received to high intellectual and moral
cultivation, by cherishing which, in subsequent life, they have
learned to live most effectually for the g'ory of their country, and
for the good of their fellow men.
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